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Writing Applications


Write for different purposes (explain, inform)


Write a summary


Write newspaper articles


Write scientific explanations


Write a report


Create a table


Include information for intended audience


Use appropriate pre-writes for generating and/or organizing information


Record information at prewriting and drafting stages


Gather information from more than one resource


Synthesize ideas to plan writing


Narrow topic


Select relevant details for topic


Use research to support opinions and ideas


Write logically, in paragraphs


Use varied transitions (within and between paragraphs)


Organize explanations


Use specialized vocabulary 


Collaborate with partner on writing projects








Text Features (Identify and Use)


Graphic features


How text features help you understand a text


Locate certain information, with use of text features








Reading Strategies or Skills


Main idea with two supporting details


Ask questions to clarify content & meaning


Explain visual information gained from observation, required in content areas


Draw simple conclusions from visuals in content areas


Summarize events, ideas, or information, citing text-based evidence


Key words


Skim and scan information for gathering and locating information


Compare/contrast information within and between texts


Compare/contrast how information is alike or different (from two sources)


Cause-effect, with evidence from text


Determine author’s purpose for writing the information & support with evidence


Decide if audience would agree or disagree with information


Fact & Opinion, with evidence from text











Categorization & Order





Follow sequence of oral directions


Organize events or information with graphic organizer


Use text structures (description; compare-contrast; chronological order)











Use of Resources


Select material from a variety of resources (magazines, video, internet...)


Select appropriate sources for locating information, according to topic and purpose


Collect and use a variety of resources to solve a problem or answer questions


Use multiple organization systems to locate information from reference and content materials


Take notes from resources


Cite resources (titles and authors)











Perform a Task


Interpret information to solve  problem or complete a task


Interpret information from environmental print, to solve a problem or answer question


Use functional documents in hobbies and interests
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Note: Keep in mind, comprehension strategies are critical to incorporate in all aspects of the research process.  Students need to monitor their comprehension, ask questions, connect to the information, visualize the information, predict and confirm information, and draw inferences in their reading of research documents.  Additionally, the writing process is integrated when developing the research report.  
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